
Biblical Principles of Civil Government. 

Forefathers Monument stands proudly on a hill in 

the middle of a residential neighborhood in 

Plymouth. The grand lady of Faith standing 81 feet 

in the air overlooking Plymouth Harbor. On the 

front, her dedicatory plaque states: 

National Monument to the Forefathers, 

erected by a Grateful People, In 

Remembrance of their labors, sacrifices and 

sufferings for the cause of civil and 

religious liberty. 

All we have known is liberty. In fact, we take what 

we have for granted. However, we are the only 

people in history that have enjoyed such liberty and don't realize that we are on the 

verge of losing it. The point we will repeatedly see made by our founders and noted on 

this plaque is the close connection between civil and religious liberty. They are twins 

who travel together. If you lose one, you'll lose both. 

John Witherspoon was one of the most influential men of the founding era. As the 

President of Princeton, 49 future Congressmen were educated by Witherspoon. In 

addition, 28 future Senators, 12 members of the Continental Congress, 3 future U. S. 

Supreme Court justices, one future Vice President and on future President all trained in 

a solid Biblical World View by the REVEREND John Witherspoon. 

In fact, Reverend Witherspoon himself served in the Continental Congress and was a 

signer of the Declaration of Independence. Reverend Witherspoon stated: 

"There is not a single instance in history, in which civil liberty was lost and 

religious liberty preserved entire. 
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Why would a Presbyterian preacher be speaking on such a topic? Remember the day in 

which he lived. Abortion was not the issue; it was unheard of. Homosexual marriage 

was not the issue of the day, it was unfathomable. The greatest issue and the greatest 

threat to Christianity in 1776 was civil and religious liberty. 

We know this to be true. True Christianity has always been persecuted. Beginning in 

Acts 3, we see the church persecuted by the Sanhedrin, then by the pagan Roman 

Empire, then by the Holy Roman Catholic Empire throughout the Dark Ages. Even 

around the world today, Christianity is being persecuted in Moslem nations and 

Communist nations. 
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